Because of Jesus, there is ‘one move’
we can make that brings forgiveness, a
relationship with God and the promise
of heaven when we die. The nations
need to repent and turn to God, but so
do individuals.
One day, the Bible says, Jesus will return
as King, Judge and Ruler. The devil
will be defeated for ever. But today
you need to ask Jesus Christ to forgive
you and trust Him to be your Lord and
Saviour. There is one move you can
make to get right with God and see the
devil defeated in your life. Make it!
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Imagine playing chess against the devil!
The artist, Moritz Retzsch painted a
scene of a young man doing just that.
The picture, called ‘The Chess Players’,
depicts him on the verge of defeat with
the devil who is about to claim another
victory and declare “Checkmate”.

But when a chess master, Paul Morphy,
studied the picture, he set out the pieces
as shown, eventually crying out, “There’s
one move you can make!”
The artist had overlooked a series of moves
which would get the young man out of the
devil’s trap.
If looking at today’s world with war,
terrorism, hunger, injustice and inequality
leaves you feeling the devil has got us in
checkmate, there is ‘one move’ which can
change your view.
Or, if your own life leaves you with a sense
of disappointment, failure or guilt with
worries about the future and concerns
about the past, there is ‘one move’ that can
make all things new.
The Bible teaches that, at this moment, the
devil is the prince of this world and has
nations and people in his grip. He steals,
kills, lies, destroys and deceives, but he
hasn’t got us in checkmate.
God has provided a way out which will
change the course of history, and can
change you today, no matter how hopeless
the situation may seem.

All of us are guilty of wrong. Politicians,
like all people, have made bad moves, and
our sin has eternal consequences. And
there is no pawn, knight, queen or bishop
who can get us out of the trap we are in.
Yet God, the King of Kings, has provided a
way of escape. Jesus came into the world
to seek and to save sinners. He came
to find the lost and to provide a way of
forgiveness for those who have messed up.
He lived a perfect life. He gave sight to
the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to
the mute, healing to lepers and life to the
dead. He calmed the storm at sea in an
instant, fed the thousands with just a few
loaves and fish, and changed people’s
lives.
His greatest miracles were in His death
and resurrection. Suffering on the cross,
He took on Himself all the wrong and
rottenness of the world. Your sin and mine
was laid on Him. He died so that all that
defeats us could be blotted out.
Three days later Jesus rose from the dead.
The illusionist Paul Daniels said that he
could do all of Jesus’ miracles. But he
hasn’t risen from the dead! Only God has
power over death and hell.

