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PREFACE
The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our
Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are
pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We
should read these words with reverence and awe,5 and with joy
and delight.6 Through these words God gives us eternal life,7
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8
The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic
stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this
generation and generations to come.
The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer.
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintaining clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry,
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture
memorization.
1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23
4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16
7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4

The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hundred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This
international team from many denominations shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic
Christian orthodoxy.
To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also
know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
and to his people — we offer what we have done, with our
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have
entrusted to us so momentous a task.
To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee

THE FIR ST LET TER OF PETER

1 PETER
Greeting
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with
his blood:
May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

1

Born Again to a Living Hope
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so
that the tested genuineness of your faith— more precious than
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire— may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with

1 P e t e r 1:9

8

joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
10
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied
about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired
carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they
were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have
now been announced to you through those who preached the
good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things
into which angels long to look.
Called to Be Holy
13
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former
ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy
in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy,
for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges
impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves
with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
19
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for
the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith
and hope are in God.

